


While the game of basketball is the foundation of Lay-Up, the culture of 

basketball (which includes so many areas of the creative industries) allows us 

to merge opportunities to develop new skills and discover hidden talents in a 

program that is always anchored in basketball.

That’s why back in August of 2020, we reached out to Dhani Oks (a 

community-builder that uses photography to bring people together) when we 

saw he was leading a virtual photography program.

After asking if he would be interested in adapting the curriculum for Lay-Up to 

have a basketball focus, his answer was an emphatic ‘YES’. 

That initial conversation was the beginning of our Virtual Basketball 

Photography Program. It wasn’t long afterwards that Dhani had professional 

sports photographer Kishan Mistry sign on to co-facilitate the sessions.

The challenge in front of us at that point was getting enough mirrorless DSLR 

cameras to start the program.

With no substantial budget in place for this pilot, we reached out to the 

community for camera donations. Within a couple of weeks because of the 

HUGE generosity in this city that wanted to see it happen we reached our goal. 

Through those donations, we also had camera bags, tripods, memory cards, 

card readers and lens cleaners for a complete camera kit.

Over the course of 5 weeks, 13 participants came together for two-hour 

sessions, completed assignments and built bonds through a passion for 

telling stories through the camera.  

Throughout these pages you will see some of the work that was created. We 

hope you also see the passion that has been ignited and skills that have been 

developed that they will each carry with them throughout their lives.
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Before you read this text, I want to give a massive shoutout to Coach Dani, Coach 
Kishan, Coach Brittania and the rest of the Lay Up team. When I first started this 
class, I was very nervous as I thought that it was going to be boring since I 
already “knew” everything about cameras however, I was completely wrong. Since then, 
I have gained an abundance of information including the modes of the camera, 
shutter speed, aperture, and much more. My photos have improved greatly since I 
learned how to freeze time and I try to find opportunities where I can take a 
marvelous picture. Out of all the pictures I took, my favourite is the one where I 
froze the apple before it went in the water. That was the moment where I was 
able to freeze time and get a perfectly timed shot for the first time. Overall, my 
journey of learning was exceptional because I learned a fortune of knowledge about 
cameras and pictures in itself.” 

A
ayan A

.
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Before starting this course, I was already really interested in photography. Once I 
joined this course, photography became even more interesting because I got the 
chance to use an actual camera. It was really fun to learn all the features of the 
camera and I loved all the results of the pictures I took. My favorite mode is the 
aperture priority mode because of how the background is blurred and brings focus to 
the main subject, and it looks super cool. Overall, this program has opened many 
opportunities for me and has taught me many things that I will not forget.”

Gary W.



My experience in the Virtual Basketball Photography program was amazing! There are 
many reasons why such as this program was full of knowledge and fun, which are 2 
things I love when finding a new hobby. I got to know a lot about photography 
and how it’s more than a simple photo. We all know the saying “a picture tells a 
million words” well that’s what I learnt in this class!!! That’s pretty much why 
photography is another hobby and interest of mine!!!!!”

Lyzandria D
.
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Through this photography program, I have learnt many new skills and made many 
new friends. Before the program started, I hadn't even picked up an actual camera. 
I would just use my phone. I learned about different lighting and zooms and it 
really opened my eyes into the world of photography. I'm so thankful Lay-Up gave 
me this opportunity and I can't wait to use what I've learned. Thanks LAY-UP!”

Virtual B
asketball Photography Program Kahlil A.



My experience at Lay-Up Photography was phenomenal. I learned a lot like how to 
take Shutter Priority Photos , Long Exposure pics, Aperture photos and more. This 
Lay-Up Photography session was unbelievable. Before this session, I was more used 
to taking a photo with a smartphone. Now that I learned alot about taking photos 
from a camera. I now always want to take photos on a camera thanks to Lay-Up 
Photography. At the end, this photography session was memorable and something I 
will never forget.”

Joshua D
.
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I loved this Virtual Photography program because it helps me understand the art of 
photography more and makes me love photography.”

Isaiah S.



The Layup Photography program was an outstanding experience for me and my 
siblings. As the weeks went by, our passion for photography grew. We have learnt 
so much from the lessons taught by amazing teachers. A specific lesson that I 
enjoyed learning and doing was shutter priority mode. That said, every mode was fun, 
challenging and interesting, which is exactly why I enjoyed it so much. The two most 
vital parts of photography that I learnt is that photography is all about telling a 
story and having fun! Knowing that, I now discover the world through a whole new 
lens. We enjoyed every bit of this awesome photography class!

M
elanie D

.
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I liked the program, it was fun and enjoyable. It was simple and fun. THANK YOU!” 

Kizana A.



I had a great experience in photography class because of how much I learned. I started 
by not having a clue what photography was to learning how to take perfect shots. My 
favourite part was learning how to freeze stuff in mid-air. Overall, I loved my 
experience with Lay-Up and photography, and would love to participate in more 
photography classes in the near future.”

M
uham
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I learned a lot and looked forward to class every week. I learned about shutter 
priority mode. I found that it was really cool.”

Sakthi A.



I had an amazing experience in the Virtual Basketball Photography Program! It taught 
me many things I had never known, and gave me many challenges. It kept me busy 
during the winter break with the virus. I had lots of fun taking pictures, learning 
new things, and just even being able to use a real camera is awesome!! I learned what 
slow and fast shutter speed does and how to blur your background. I also realized 
how different the quality of a picture turns out when using a real camera compared 
to a phone! Thank you so much for many awesome classes, I am so fortunate for 
being able to have attended this class!!”

S
erena W

.

Virtual B
asketball Photography Program



Virtual B
asketball Photography Program

I liked the program a lot. It was very fun learning the various things that Kishan 
and Dhani taught, they were very good at teaching us the different modes on the 
camera. My favorite part of the class was learning about auto mode because it took 
very nice pictures and I didn't have to be completely still.”

Sarim C.



My experience in the Virtual Basketball Photography Program was truly sensational. 
Before the program, I didn't know much about using a professional camera; however, 
as the program progressed, I learned a lot. My favourite part was learning about the 
shutter speeds because I found it very intriguing. Due to my interest in this 
segment of the program, I spent a lot of time testing the feature out and was 
enticed by the photos I could take with it. Despite my particular interest in this part 
of the session, I found the other sessions very fun as well. I especially like the 
format of the sessions because it was nice to see other people's work and what 
they took photos of. Not only did this give insight into their lives and the thing 
they loved, but it gave me some inspiration for some of the pictures I could take 
as well. Overall, this program was a great experience for me and I certainly found a 
new passion that I will continue to do.”

S
hiza C

.

Virtual B
asketball Photography Program



CANON
Gentec International

Shaza Elnour
Daphne

Deidre Buryk
Karn Johri
James Bigg

Jordan Seigel


